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DETAILED ACTION 
Continued Examination Under 37 CFR 1.114 

A request for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, including tine fee set 
forth in 37 CFR 1 .17(e), was filed in this application after final rejection. Since this 
application is eligible for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, and the fee set 
forth in 37 CFR 1 .17(e) has been timely paid, the finality of the previous Office action 
has been withdrawn pursuant to 37 CFR 1.114. Applicant's submission filed on 
1 1/26/2008 has been entered. 

Claims 6-8, 10, 28, 33-48, and 52-57 are pending in this action; all claims are 
treated on the merits. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 

The following is a quotation of the first paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 1 1 2: 

The specification sliall contain a written description of tiie invention, and of tlie manner and process of 
malting and using it, in sucli full, clear, concise, and exact terms as to enable any person skilled in the 
art to which it pertains, or with which it is most nearly connected, to make and use the same and shall 
set forth the best mode contemplated by the inventor of carrying out his invention. 

Claims 6-8, 10, 28, 33-48, and 52-57 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, first 
paragraph, as failing to comply with the enablement requirement. The claim(s) contains 
subject matter which was not described in the specification in such a way as to enable 
one skilled in the art to which it pertains, or with which it is most nearly connected, to 
make and/or use the invention. This rejection is maintained for reasons of record. 

1. The new claim limitations 

The new claim limitations limit the method to polyurethane polymers or the 
swelling agents to particular solvents, or both. As previously discussed, the disclosure 
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does not make clear which, if any, polymers can be gelled in such a fashion so taht the 
entire volume of solution and second liquid coalesce into a gel; that is, so that the 
resulting product has no discernable liquid phase and all of the second liquid is 
incorporated into the gel. There is nothing in the disclosure to suggest that the 
particular polymer/solvent combinations in the claims will do this. 
2. Applicants' arguments 

Applicant's arguments fail to comply with 37 CFR 1.111 (b) because they amount 
to a general allegation that the claims define a patentable invention without specifically 
pointing out how the language of the claims overcomes the rejection. 

Here, the evidence of record is strongly counter-predictive. As discussed in the 
previous office action, gelling processes do not have the feature of incorporating the 
entire volume of the polymer solution and second liquid in the gel. Furthermore, as 
previously discussed, there is only minimal guidance in the application. The 
specification is little more than an invitation to the artisan to begin experiments to 
determine what liquids will work for what polymers. While not dispositive, it is important 
that the specification does not teach even one example of the method that leads to 
gellation of the entire volume of the polymer solution and second liquid. The working 
examples merely note an increase in viscosity for the aromatic polyurethane in THF with 
nine appropriate second liquids are used. An increase in viscosity is not gel formation, 
so the specification does not teach that a gel actually forms by this method. And there 
is nothing in the disclosure to indicate that the entire volume of the second liquid and 
polymer solution are incorporated into any gel that may form. 
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Conclusion 

No claims are allowed. 

Any inquiry concerning tlnis communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to ERIC E. SILVERMAN whose telephone number is 
(571)272-5549. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday to Thursday 7:00 
am to 5:00 pm and Friday 7:00 am to noon. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Michael Hartley can be reached on 571 272 0616. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 



/Eric E Silverman/ 
Examiner, Art Unit 1618 



